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denouncing reformers. In May 1794 they adopted excep-
tional measures. The prosecutions had not silenced the
platform, for there had been meetings at Leeds, Wake-
field, Bradford, Halifax, and Sheffield, and a great meeting
at Chalk Farm, and arrangements were in progress for a
great convention in London, in spite of the discouragement
of the " Friends of the People," who thought such a project
might help the Government. Suddenly, the papers of the
Corresponding Society, and the Constitutional Society were
seized. Some dozen of their members were sent to the
Tower to await their trial for High Treason, and Pitt
proposed the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act on the
strength of a report of the secret Committee of his sup-
porters in Parliament on the captured documents. There
had been nothing before this to show that there was any
conspiracy, except the conviction of a wretched spy Watt,
whose enterprises were more a subject for contempt than
alarm. The other convictions signified nothing more than
the condemnation by selected juries and judges of the type
of Braxfield, of all criticism of the Parliamentary representa-
tion. But in May 1794 the Government declared the state
to be in danger, and they took two extreme steps to impress
the nation with the reality of the vast conspiracy they
pictured. They invoked all the most solemn terrors of the
law, and they withdrew all the guarantees of responsible
justice and personal freedom. It is important to remember
the exact sequence of events, for the tyranny of the Govern-
ment has been excused on the ground that it repre-
sented "not the coercion of a people by the government,
but the coercion of a government by the people."l Pitt, in
proposing the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act, drew a
picture of a hideous conspiracy that had been at work
sometimes by silent machinations, sometimes by open
intimidation, for two years, arranging to build up a con-
vention that should replace the existing constitution. He
noted that the conspirators had formed corresponding
1 Lord Rosebery, Life of Pitt', p. 167.